In dry years the number of contagious particles is probably increased, and the facility with which they are communicated to the human subject is similarly increased. In the light of our recently acquired knowledge of the methods of infection in malaria, it is not, perhaps, too far-fetched to surmise that inoculation of the contagion of rheumatic fever may be caused by domestic The contention of Maclagan that the salicylates and salicin exert a specific and curative action on rheumatic fever is borne out by almost universal experience. Given in sufficient quantity, they rarely fail to relieve the pain and reduce the temperature. It may well be contended that they destroy the alleged micro-organism of the disease. It is due to the fact that they so quickly give relief that they are often discontinued too soon, and thus follows the too frequent relapse. The 
